
Southwest Power Pool 
QOO/UFC JOINT MEETING 

October 12, 2018 
In-person/Teleconference 

 
• Summary of Action Items • 

 
1. Ashley to update Charter dates, send to group, and post to SPP website. 

 
2. Set up UFC distribution list 

3. Send out some type of communication about the SPP website and QOO/UFC. 
 

4. Verify effectiveness factors at UFC (Send Kent’s procedure).  Send all of SPP’s analysis.  WECC 
to provide some historical analysis. 
 

5. Line item for corrections on PY 24.  Need to send some type of communication on what the error 
was prior to invoicing. 
 

6. Request data on how much Sigurd has moved from Peak. 
 

7. NWMT to check qualification of Rimrock. 
 

8. Review replacement costs for Waterflow.  This could potentially be a resettlement item.   
 

9. Send calculation spreadsheet to group. 
 

10. Igor to send Ashley meeting coordinator name at TSGT. 
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Southwest Power Pool 
QOO/UFC JOINT MEETING 

10/12/18 
In-person/Teleconference 

 
•  M I N U T E S  •  

 

Agenda Item 1 – Introductions (Establish QOO Quorum) 
Keith Carman called the meeting to order at 8:02 a.m. MDT.  The following members were in attendance 
or represented by proxy: 

Keith Carman, (Tri-State G&T) 
Pete Heiman, (WAPA) 
Randy Smart (PAC) 
Brenna Andrews, (NWMT) 
Larry Bellnap, (CAISO) 

Non-members in attendance included:   
 Ashley Stringer, (SPP) 
 Zea Flores, (WAPA) 
 Kendall White, (SPP) 

Brent Wilcox, (SPP) 
Andy Meyers, (BPA) 
Carrie Simpson, (XCEL) 
Igor Kormaz, (TSGT) 
Julius Fields, (BPA) 
Robin Chung, (BPA) 
Shane Messano, (WAPA) 
Steve Ashbaker, (WECC) 
 

Quorum was established.  
 

Agenda Item 2 – Vote on Charter and Nominate Chair/Vice-Chair for UFC 
The agenda was updated to include UFC Charter and membership approvals. 
 
An updated UFC Charter was distributed 10/11/18.  The UFC agreed to the previous day’s updates and 
moved to the QOO for approval.  Larry Bellnap moved to approve the Charter.  Pete Heiman seconded 
the motion.  The UFC Charter was approved.  Ashley Stringer will update the published date, send to the 
group, and post to the SPP website. 
 
With the Charter approved, the committee moved to vote on membership.  The committee shall be 
composed of path operators, device operators, and at-large members.  The QOO members in attendance 
voted unanimously to accept the following membership and chair position:   
 
Member Group (Path Operators):  Zea Flores (WAPA), Larry Bellnap (CAISO) 
 
Member Group (Device Operators):  Shane Messano (WAPA), Brenna Andrews (NWMT), Randy Smart 
(PAC), Igor Kormaz (TSGT)     
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Member Group (At-Large):  Julius Fields (BPA), Carrie Simpson (XCEL), Heinz Ontiveros (SRP) 
 
Chair Election:  Zea Flores (WAPA)  
 
The UFC nominated and accepted Carrie Simpson (XCEL) as Vice-Chair of UFC. 
  
It was also deemed appropriate that the UFC committee will report at least annually to the WECC joint 
committee. 

Agenda Item 3 – WIUFMP Device Owner Compensation 
Calculation Errors 
Gerardo Ugalde with SPP provided information on three known calculation errors for PY23.   
 
Issue #1:  First year costs had a hardcoded zero for the Gladstone PST.  It was apparent that this error 
also occurred in PY22.  The issue for PY23 results in an under allocation to Tri-State.   
 
Issue #2:  The minimum payment did not factor in the “greater of ten percent” in the formula per the Tariff.  
This resulted in an under allocation to PAC, impacting the Sigurd PST.      
 
Issue #3:  The current PY effectiveness factors were not updated and utilized factors from PY22.  This 
resulted in an over allocation of all entities.  There was approximately an 11% difference in factors 
between PY22 and PY 23.  The group discussed the need to review the process on how effectiveness 
factors are calculated.  SPP will provide WECC’s document for calculating factors, as well as SPP’s 
analysis.  The committee also requested WECC’s analysis for previous years for historical comparison.  
The UFC will review the analysis and make a recommendation on what factors to use for resettlement.   
 
The QOO members were in agreement to resettle these issues in PY24.  Mr. Carman, Chair of the QOO 
motioned to not pursue resettlement for any errors outside of PY 23.  WAPA, PAC, TSGT, & CAISO were 
in favor.  NWMT voted to abstain.  The motion passed.  BPA requested that PY24 invoices reflected a 
line item for these corrections, as well as email communication to inform participants of the corrections 
forthcoming. 
 
 
Spreadsheet Review 
SPP completed an extensive review of the calculation spreadsheet.  In the review, SPP identified 10 
areas for further clarification that are not specifically identified within the Plan.  The purpose of this 
spreadsheet review was to educate the committees on the areas needing further guidance and to identify 
the appropriate group to provide clarification.  The UFC was identified as the appropriate committee and 
will work on clarifying the following areas: 
 
Effectiveness Factors:  Rounding, potential disqualification of Sigurd, timing requirements surrounding 
disqualifications, and PST groupings in the calculation.  The UFC committee has requested additional 
information from Peak regarding how much the Sigurd PST has moved.  Current effectiveness factors for 
Billings includes a PST at Rimrock.  NWMT will verify if Rimrock should be qualified.  Path ratings and 
control degrees need to be verified yearly. 
 
Costs:  When devices are paid off, PST replacement costs, and O&M reporting.  The committees agreed 
that reporting guidelines should be established to ensure consistency.  Some members disagreed that 
capital costs should be included in the device costs per the allocation methodology.  For PY 23, 
Waterflow PST replacement costs were added to original costs.  Depending on the decision, this could 
potentially be a resettlement item.  The UFC committee will review guidelines for costs at future meetings. 
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Average Effectiveness:  15% factor in overall total allocation currently not mentioned in the approved 
Tariff.  After reviewing previously effective tariffs, SPP believes the 15% allowed the calculation to 
normalize the effectiveness of each PST to mitigate flows on the path to the observed USF instead of the 
full rating.  The committees discussed the history of the 15% factor, as well as need for a tariff update to 
continue utilizing this factor.  This could result in a compliance issue and will be further investigated at 
UFC. 
 
Capacity Factors:  How is capacity determined?  Is the Tariff referencing capacity as on or off, or the 
capacity that the PST moved per what was requested?  The committees agreed that traditionally, the 
capacity factor was in reference to whether a PST was on or off.  This factor is reported with O&M and 
need reporting consistency.  Currently, all PSTs are reporting capacity factors of 100%. 
 
Applicable Entity Data:  Currently, Applicable Entity data steps in over three years.  Entities leaving the 
plan are not stepped out.  Should the concept of stepping out be applied similarly to how customers are 
stepped in?  Should all three years of data be averaged instead?  The group discussed the different 
approaches and agreed that the majority of customers leaving the plan are no longer available to step 
out.  Averaging appears to be the most straightforward approach.  The UFC will continue to discuss. 
 
SPP also provided an updated calculation spreadsheet based on their interpretation of the current tariff.  
One interpretation question was posed regarding the minimum payment and the formula.  The new 
spreadsheet eliminates the 15% factor and resulted in significantly less total allocation costs.  The UFC 
will continue to review.   
 
 
UFC – 1.5 days face-to-face (TriState office)  Oct 29-30  Igor to send Ashley meeting room name at Tri-
State. 

Agenda Item 4 – LLC 
Mr. Carman added a quick LLC discussion to the agenda.  He asked that each QOO go back to legal and 
explain the need for the LLC.  If any legal staff has questions, Mr. Carman has requested that they call 
him.  Mr. Heiman stated that each entity needed to consider the time spent with attorneys to make 
changes to the services agreement and that everyone needed to take the appropriate time to set up the 
LLC correctly in case of change in administrator. 

Agenda Item 5 – Plan for Peak to Educate on UFS Data Process 
The committees did not get to this agenda item. 

Agenda Items 6- Future Meetings 
 
In-Person (Tri-State OFfices) 
 
Monday, October 29th  1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. MDT 
Tuesday, October 30th   8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. MDT 
 
You may register for these meetings at:  https://www.spp.org/organizational-groups/qualified-owners-and-
operators/unscheduled-flow-committee/  
 
Adjournment  
Zea Flores adjourned the meeting at 12:55 MDT on 10/12/18. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Ashley Stringer 
Sr. Operations Analyst 
Southwest Power Pool 
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